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SUB J : VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ON BURMESE SHIP 

REF: HONG KONG 8169 

1 . EMBOFF CALLED ON MOFA CONSULAR DIVISION DIRECTOR U SEIN 
MAUNG AND BRIEFED HIM ON SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL. 

2. U SEIN MAUNG EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE SURPRISE AT IDEA OF 
BRINGING REFUGEES TO RANGOON AND SAID GUB CONSUL GENERAL IN 
HONG KONG HAD NOT MENTIONED THIS EVEN THOUGH MFA HAS HAD 
FREQUENT AND VERY RECENT CONTACT WITH HIM. WHEN ASKED 

IF THIS MIGHT BE POSSIBLE, U SEIN MAUND SAID IT WOULD BE 
'ABSOLUTELY IMPRACTICAL." COMMENT: IN VIEW OF GUB'S 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH HANOI AND OF FORTHCOMING VISIT TO 
RANGOON (PROBABLY NEXT WEEK) OF RANKING DRV DELEGATION. 
GUB IS MOST UNLIKELY TO ACCEPT REFUGEES IN RANGOON.) 

3. U SEIN MAUNG SAID MOFA HAS BEEN CONSIDERING MATTER 
URGENTLY BUT IS STILL AT A LOSS ABOUT WHAT TO DO. IN 
ADDITION TO POSSIBILITY OF BRINGING REFUGEES TO RANGOON 
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SUPERIORS, HE WAS SURE WAS "IMPOSSIBLE"), HE LISTED 
ALTERNATIVES AS: 

A. LEAVE REFUGEES IN HONG KONG - HKG HAS BEEN 
ADAMANT IN REFUSING TO AGREE TG THIS, AND ACCORDING TO 
GUB'S INFORMATION, IS LIKELY TO REMAIN SO. 

B. RETURN REFUGEES TO VIET-NAM - GUB HAS ALREADY 
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH DRV ABOUT THIS, HE SAID, BUT DRV HAD 
NOT RESPONDED AT ALL AND IS NOT EXPECTED TO. 

C. TAKE REFUGEES ELSEWHERE, TO PORT WHERE THEY 

COULD STAY UNTIL RESETTLED - THIS WOULD "VERY DIFFICULT" 
SINCE AVA NEEDS TO DISCHARGE CARGO IN HONG KONG, BUT 
MIGHT BE ONLY VIABLE ALTERNATIVE. 

4. WITH REGARD TO SUBPARA C ABOVE, U SEIN MAUNG ASKED 
EMBOFF IF IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO TAKE REFUGEES TO SUBIC 
BAY OR GUAM, OR IF USG COULD PERSUADE JAPANESE TO ACCEPT 
THEM TEMPORARILY. EMBOFF AGREED TO REPORT QUERY TO 
DEPARTMENT AND REQUEST GUIDANCE. 

5. IN CLOSING, U SEIN MAUNG STRESSED GUB'S DISAPPOINT- 
MENT THAT HUMANITARIAN ACT IS COSTING THEM SO MUCH TROUBLE 
AND MONEY AND REQUESTED URGENT ASSISTANCE OF USG IN RELIEV- 
ING GUB OF THIS REFUGEE BURDEN. EMBOFF NOTED COMPLEXITIES 
AND INTERNATIONAL NATURE OF PROBLEM BUT ASSURED HIM WE 
WOULD DO WHAT WE COULD TO BE HELPFUL. 

6. REQUEST GUIDANCE. 

OSBORN 
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